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     It’s hard to believe we are almost through the first 
semester of the 2016-2017 school year.  Years ago my 
family and friends warned me the time with my children 
would go by fast, so I needed to enjoy every moment 
with them now.  My baby girl will be amongst the class 
of 2017 graduating students of her school this year and 
my son is already over half way through college.  My 
time with them now is very valuable and I do not take 
it for granted.   My wish for you this holiday season is 
that you and your family are able to make many happy 
and long-lasting memories so you too can be thankful for 
every moment you have together and cherish each other.  

I hope you enjoy reading our staff and students’ responses to the question, 
“What are you thankful for?” in this issue of the Blue Jay Nation.  After read-
ing their responses, maybe you will take time to share what you are thankful 

Holiday Memories
SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

 Running for a cause...faculty and students of Plattin Primary 
and Telegraph Intermediate have been running since September 
for a very important cause. They are running to spread aware-
ness and raise money for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 
Principal, Tina Basler, along with teacher Becky Wright, will be 
running the Memphis Marathon Event on December 3rd as Team 
R7.
 Training started back in September when Mrs. Basler and 
her staff organized an after-school running club with participa-
tion of 104 students between Plattin Primary and Telegraph In-
termediate. Surprisingly, the numbers did not dwindle. Students 
enjoyed running the track after school on Mondays and many 
times requested a few more laps even when time was up. Stu-
dents were helping to train with the Memphis runners but were 
also in training themselves for the upcoming St. Jude Pledge 
Run.
 On October 13, all students and staff headed over to the 
Jefferson track to participate in a pledge run for St. Jude. Stu-
dents had been collecting pledges and donations for two weeks 
prior to the event. Parents, friends and relatives could pledge a 
dollar amount per lap ran by the participant or could choose to 
make a  donation in honor of the runner. On the day of the event, 
students were given a St. Jude bracelet used to tally their laps 
while they ran for their allotted 20 minutes per grade level. High 
school cross country runners were there to tally laps on bracelets 
and encourage the students. Parents, siblings and relatives also 
showed up to offer support and run with our K-5th grade runners. 
After the run, students were treated to a snack and music along 
with participation activities. In recognition of their participation, 

for with your children and family. 
 We continue to have construction going 
on at the Telegraph Intermediate and Jeffer-
son High School buildings. District asphalt improve-
ments at all campuses have been completed.  Check out our photos 
and progress on page 2 in this issue.  Also, please continue to be extra careful 
when traveling around these campuses. 
 The Jefferson R-VII School District’s “Annual Report Card” (APR) from 
the Missouri Department of Elementary & Secondary Education (DESE) has ar-
rived and we are pleased to announce our performance scores have increased.  
While we have seen steady increases every year over the last five years, this year’s 
increase was a significantly higher 5.5%.  This is a true reflection of the ongoing 
day-to-day hard work of your students and the Jefferson R-VII staff.  
 Thank you for your continued support of the Blue Jay Nation and from our 
family to yours, we wish you a safe and happy holiday season. 

Softball Takes 3rd Place in Class 2

 The 2016 version of the Blue Jay softball team 
started off with a bang as the ladies went 3-0 to 
win the North County tourney.  They followed 
that up with 3 more victories to start the season 
6-0.  2015 final four team Chaffee handed the 
team their first loss of the year, a tough 1-0 de-
feat at Chaffee.  Even in defeat, a team can garner 
confidence just in knowing they could compete 
with a top echelon squad.
 Another key brick in the Blue Jay confidence 
foundation came with a 7-1 victory over recent 
county power Windsor.  As stated earlier, even 
in a loss, sometimes legitimacy can be proven. 
No game proved this more than the September 
19th showdown with eventual Jefferson County 
Conference champion Hillsboro.  The game was 
a see-saw battle until a line drive off the pitching 
arm of Sarah Handrahan took some air out of 
their sails, leading to a tough loss.
 Jefferson went into district play riding high 
and craving a chance to redeem a close loss to 
Kelly.  They would get that chance in the district 
final, played at Saxony Lutheran.  The team had 
worked hard to take away the Kelly Hawk bunt 
attack and it showed as the Jays earned a district 
title with a 2-0 decision.  With that Jefferson start-
ed a magical playoff run that would culminate in 
a Final Four trip.  The playoffs got underway with 
a 4-0 victory over conference rival St. Pius.
 While the win was enjoyable, all eyes were set 

on whomever may be the potential road block 
next on the schedule.  In what was without a 
doubt the highlight of the Jefferson softball 
program, the Jays would host Willow Springs 
for the right to go to the schools first Final Four 
berth.  After a well-executed bunt, a stolen base 
to follow and a double to drive in the winning 
run, the huge home crowd could bask in a vic-
tory nobody will soon forget.  Jefferson's in-
experienced squad would face a tough task in 
perennial power Blair Oaks in their semifinal 
pairing.  A huge throng of fans made the 3 1/2 
hour trip in an amazing show of support.  Even 
though we lost a heartbreaking 1-0 decision, 
the proof was there.  WE BELONGED!
 With that, a showdown with 2015 Class 2 
State Champ Lathrop was all that remained.  
The team came together and behind superb 
pitching, stellar defense and opportunistic 
base running, they would earn a fantastic 3rd 
place state trophy!  Blue Jay Nation celebrat-
ed together as it should be.  Students, athletes, 
parents and community members basked in 
the moment.
 The 2016 Lady Jays provided a template 
that hopefully all Blue Jay Nation will follow, 
and that is:  work hard, play as a team, and as 
victories mount, fight off complacency.  Let's 
get all the extra-curricular groups on top where 
we belong.  One Team, One Dream!

Pictured left to right: Josey Paar, Abi Chipps, Vanessa Forister, Peyton Dollar, Jill Akins, Julianne Price, Reagan Staat, Sam Dalton, 
Sarah Handrahan, Morgan Wade, Caitlin Campbell, Camryn O’Neal, Kristen Reese, Danielle Young, Allison Campbell (manager).

Clint D. Johnston
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“Clip and Save”  

School Calendar  
1st Semester
November 23, 2016 Early Out
November 24–25, 2016 NO SCHOOL–Thanksgiving Break
November 28, 2016 NO SCHOOL–Staff Professional Development
December 13, 2016 First Day of School Board Filings (8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.)
December 21, 2016 Early Out - End of 2nd Quarter/1st Semester
December 21, 2016 Regular BOE Meeting
December 22–31, 2016 NO SCHOOL–Christmas/Winter Break

2nd Semester
January 2-3, 2017  NO SCHOOL–New Year’s Day/Winter Break
January 4, 2017  NO SCHOOL–Staff Professional Development
January 5, 2017  School Resumes
January 16, 2017  NO SCHOOL–Martin Luther King Day
January 17, 2017  Final Day of School Board Filings
January 18, 2017  Regular BOE Meeting
February 6, 2017  NO SCHOOL–Staff Professional Development
February 20, 2017 NO SCHOOL–Presidents’ Day
March 3, 2017  End of Third Quarter/Midterm
March 16, 2017  Early Out–Parent-Teacher Conferences (1:30–7:00 p.m.)
March 17, 2017  NO SCHOOL–Staff Professional Development
April 13-14 & 17, 2017 NO SCHOOL–Spring Break
May 12, 2017  Last Day of School-Early Out 

 2016 is shaping up to be a great year of progress for the 
technology department.  There are many ongoing projects 
throughout the district that have been keeping the technology 
group engaged.  First, the new iPads at Plattin Primary are 
working out wonderfully for the kindergarten classes.  This 
rollout was completed at the beginning of the school year to 
the joy of the teachers and students.  Second, we have been 
working with construction contractors during the duration 
of the two building additions at Telegraph and Jefferson add-
ing data closets, running new fiber and CAT6 cables to the 
new Pre-K classrooms and prepping for the new semester by 
installing new VoIP phones and wireless access points to the 
academic areas.

 The new Performing Arts Center will receive the same treatment once construc-
tion reaches the stage where the work can be done.  Earlier this fall it was discovered 
that we may be hitting our limit for internet traffic coming in and out of the district.  
After extensive testing, the Department had confirmed that the District was indeed 
maxing out the bandwidth allowed on our circuit.  So to remediate the issue, the De-
partment has increased the district internet bandwidth from 100 to 200mbps.  This 
will allow more traffic to flow into and out of the district and avoid slowdowns and 
congestion accessing digital educational learning tools and sites.
 “We look forward to updating you on our progress with these and other projects 
down the road,” states technoloy director, Tony Spina.

Technology Update Fall 2016

Tony Spina

 The Annual Staff Wellness Event was held on November 2, 2016, and it was an-
other successful night.  Each year our amazing school nurses put together an evening 
of health and wellness for our staff, and this year they were able to bring in over 20 
vendors to present products and programs to help us make healthier lifestyle choices.  
The vendors who were present this year provided information, samples, and some 
presentations for staff to consider.
 There are times in one’s life when we find ourselves more focused on meeting 
others’ needs while our own health suffers.  This year one of our wellness goals was 
to take every precaution to stay healthy and to start by paying a visit to the doctor for 
an annual checkup.  Our goal was surpassed with 100% participation by district staff.  
We received feedback from his or her staff members who reported their appreciation 
of the challenge because it opened their eyes to some health concerns he or shee 
needed to address.
 At the end of the evening, the staff participated in drawings for prizes donated 
throughout the area.  There were over 60 prizes given away; some were event tickets, 
gift cards, oil changes, and many more wonderful surprises.  The many donations 
were an added treat to the end of a very fun and informative evening.  

2016 Staff Wellness EventConstruction Update 

Pre K Room All paving is done!

Community Center

Community Center
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Sunnyhill Advendures in Dittmer

Night With Santa
hosted by

Jefferson R-VII PTO
December 2, 2016

5:30 - 8:00 p.m
Telegraph Intermediate 

 
This year's festivities include basket raffles, 50/50 
raffles, face paintings, shopping in the Santa 
Shop / Spirit Wear Shop and much, much more!  

If you're hungry, leave happy by eating up Blue 
Jay Booster's infamous chili.   

Come support your school and community by 
being part of this year's Night With Santa!

The community will also be able to tour the new 
pre-school building.

students received engraved silver medals commemorating the event and a certificate 
of participation noting their individual lap accomplishment. Students, teachers and 
volunteers then enjoyed and celebrated with lunch on the football field.
 As a result of the Pledge Run, the students made a donation of over $9000 to 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital! Mrs. Basler never expected the donations to 
reach that level. During the kick-off assembly, they set a goal to beat the total two 
years ago of $6500. Almost all students ran over a mile during the pledge run with 
some students completing nearly 2 miles that day.

This event was a huge success for the R-7 community, students, staff and parents of 
Plattin Primary and Telegraph Intermediate along with St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. In addition, community businesses helped to sponsor the events to ensure 
that all donations went directly to St. Jude. Sponsorship donations covered the cost 
of student medals, snacks and drinks for both events, as well as free T-shirts for all 
Running Club kids and staff members. A special thank you goes out to our busi-
ness sponsors: Go Daddy Graphics, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Alliance 
Real Estate, Twin City Toyota, Gansner Excavating and Grading, Ameren Rush Is-
land, Buchheit’s, Hillsboro Dental LLC (Dr. Jason Fish), USA Mortgage , Holcim, 
Goodwin Brothers Construction,Riverside Landscaping INC., Western Specialty 
Contractors, The Pasta House Co.,Farmers Insurance, Inscriptions Gift & Awards, 
Mary’s Market and PV Printers.

Running for a cause, continued from page 1

 On October 24, 2016, the SPED department took their annual field trip to 
Sunnyhill Adventures in Dittmer, Missouri.  This year’s trip included 31 students 
and about 20 parents enjoying a fun-filled day.  The adventure started off with some 
team building activities.  “It was amazing to see the students come together and work 
together to help each other through,” stated Tracy Beckham.  After the team building 
activities the group was split up; one group went to the tower climb and the other 
group di,d the zip line.
 The students not only enjoyed all the activities, but the weather was amazing. 
It was an all-around perfect day with beautiful 80-degree temperture and the most 
well-behaved students.  Fun was had by all!   
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Grandparent’s Day 2016

Honoring Veterans



District Announces Free and Reduced Price Policy
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Holiday Emotions 
 
For most people the holiday season is a time of celebration and social 
gatherings with family and friends.   However for some this season can be filled 
with sadness, self-reflection, loneliness, and anxiety.  
 

Facts to consider: (http://www.medicinenet.com/holiday_depression_and_stress/article.htm) 

 Many factors, including unrealistic expectations, financial pressures, and excessive commitments 
can cause stress and anxiety at holiday time. 

 Certain people may feel anxious or depressed around the winter holidays due to seasonal 
affective disorder (SAD), sometimes referred to as seasonal depression. 

 Headaches, excessive drinking, overeating, and insomnia are some of the possible consequences 
of poorly managed holiday stress. 

 Those suffering from any type of holiday anxiety, depression, or stress can benefit from increased 
social support during this time of year.  Counseling or support groups can also be beneficial. 

 In addition to being an important step in preventing the symptoms of seasonal affective disorder, 
regular exposure to light that is bright, particularly fluorescent lights, significantly improves 
depression in people with SAD during the fall and winter.  

 Setting realistic goals and expectations, reaching out to friends, sharing tasks with family 
members, finding inexpensive ways to enjoy yourself, and helping others are all ways to help beat 
holiday stress. 

 
Dealing with Holiday Depression  (http://www.healthline.com/health/depression/holidays#2) 
  
Talk to your doctor if you are feeling sad for long periods of time.  They can refer you to a mental health 
specialist.  If your feelings of sadness during the holidays are accompanied by suicidal thoughts, do one of 
the following immediately: 

 Call 911 
 Go immediately to a hospital emergency room. 
 Contact Behavioral Health Response ACI Hotline: 314-469-6644; 800-811-4760; TTY: 314-469-3638 

 Reference: http://dmh.mo.gov/crisis.html 
 BHR provides confidential telephone counseling to people in mental health crises as well as mobile 
 outreach services, community referral services and critical incident stress management (CISM).  
 BHR’s crisis hotline and mobile outreach services are provided free of charge to the public by paid 
 professional staff who have masters degrees in their respective behavioral science disciplines. 
 
You can improve your mood by practicing self-care during the holidays. Eat a healthy diet, and maintain a 
regular sleep pattern and exercise program. According to the kept Primary Care Companion to the Journal of 
Clinical Psychiatry, as little as 30-minutes of cardiovascular exercise can provide an immediate mood boost 
similar to the effects of an antidepressant medication. Joining a support group where you talk to people 
with similar experiences to yours can also help.  
 
 
 



      We are only three 
months into the school year, 
but it has been a very busy and 
exciting three months. Our stu-
dents have taken part in field 
trips, sporting events, Grand-
parents Day, fundraisers, Red 
Ribbon Week, dances, and 
conferences as well as keeping 
up with all of their academic 
responsibilities. A couple of the 
events that I would like to high-
light are Grandparents Day and 
student-led conferences.  
 Every year for Grand-

parents Day, we have always had a good turnout for the 
event; however, this year we decided to change things up a 

Update from Danby-Rush Tower

Respect

Update from Jefferson High School

What are you thankful for?

“I am thankful for my family and
for the opportunity to learn.”

-Kyla Allen
7th Grade

“I am thankful for plans that have
fallen through. Sometimes when you think 
you’re ready for a new phase in your life 
and you aren’t granted an opportunity - 

you discover there was more to gain right 
where you were.”
-Mrs. Rouggly

6th-8th Girls PE/Health

“I am thankful for my family because they 
take me places and help me on homework.”

-Morgan Todd
7th Grade

“I am thankful for the opportunity
to teach in a district, like R-VII, that has

a great sense of pride and community, can’t 
forget the awesome students too.”

-Mr. Wilkey
7th Grade Life Science

“I am thankful for my friends, family
and cool stuff, like Siri.”

-Joey McCarty
8th Grade

“I am thankful for being on this earth and 
that the school year is going by fast.”

-Lilly Melton
8th Grade

Responsibility
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Cindy Holdinghausen, Principal

Tina Basler, Principal

 The students and 
staff at Jefferson High School 
are off to a great start for the 
2016-17 school year.  Our fall 
sports and activities represent-
ed our school well, not only 
with strong results, but with 
the character they display.  
Our community experienced 
a first as a team sport qualified 
to the final four and earned a 
third-place finish in softball.  
The softball seniors capped an 
amazing career with the state 
trophy and three district titles.  

 Cross Country qualified five students to the State 
Meet with Jordan Heacock medaling.  Volleyball and 
football finished their strong seasons with many students 
recognized for their accomplishments.  Our journalism 
and yearbook students again earned honors for their per-
formance and our band and choir gear up for their district 
recognition. 
 Academically, Jefferson High School had outstand-
ing test scores from the past spring.  Our lowest End of 
Course (EOC) score was a 77% and the current seniors 
averaged a 20.9 on the ACT from last spring with every 
student tested.  Our staff is proud of every student as they 
work and give their very best on every test they take.  We 
are also blessed to have very intelligent, hard-working 
teachers who are constantly trying to master their craft.  
Their ability to mesh test-taking strategies into their ev-
eryday curriculum is impressive as it creates a positive at-
mosphere for our students and reduces the stress of taking 
tests.  The students are able to display their knowledge and 
are recognized for their accomplishments.
 Finally, since I have arrived at Jefferson, it has been a 
privilege for me to work with my fellow administrators in 
our monthly meetings.  The entire district administration 
and directors meet once a month and principals meet in-
dependently during the month.  It has allowed us at the 
high school to have a better understanding of what our 
elementary and middle school staffs are doing to prepare 
our students and the amazing work they do.  The level 
of discussion in these meetings and the sharing of infor-
mation among all teachers in the Jefferson R-VII School 
District is truly amazing.  It has been an exceptional year 
for staff growth and we are seeing the results for our kids.  
I am looking forward to what the future holds for the stu-
dents of the Jefferson R-VII School District as a result of 
the hard work and dedication of every staff member of the 
Jefferson R-VII School District. 

Update from Plattin Primary and
Telegraph Intermediate

 It’s hard to believe (es-
pecially with the warm tem-
peratures) that November is 
already upon us! Just last week 
we had the opportunity to 
meet with our parents during 
our first quarter parent/teacher 
conferences. I want to take the 
time to thank our parents for 
meeting with our teachers and 
working to develop that team 
approach towards their chil-
dren’s education.  We know and 
value that you are the expert on 
your child and your partner-

ship with the teacher can lead to greater success for your 
son and daughters.  
 With the release of the new MO Learning Standards 
and the results of our Spring MAP assessments, our staff 
has been very busy the last few months!  We are contin-
ually looking for ways to improve classroom instruction 
and ensure student learning.  All teachers, grades K-5, 
are working to implement what is known as a balanced 
literacy approach in reading.  Balanced literacy acknowl-
edges that students differ in their reading development 
and that teachers must provide differentiated small-group 
instruction to target the needs and ensure reading growth 
for every child.  Our K-5 teachers have been meeting and 
collaborating regularly on their reading instruction, shar-
ing best practices, reviewing student data, and developing 
a model that leads to high comprehension and reading 
growth for all students. If you were to visit a classroom, 
you would see the teacher leading the whole class in a 
shared reading or short lesson on a particular skill/strate-
gy.  Then the teacher moves onto small-group instruction 
while the rest of the students are completing independent 
reading, responding to their reading, or participating in 
purposeful activities that target needed skills.   We are very 
proud of the progress that we are making in our reading 
instruction and our most recent ELA MAP scores prove 
that our hard work is making a difference! MAP scores in 
math indicated that our students are still struggling with 
applying their math knowledge to problem solve.  We are 

little by offering a buffet-style breakfast. The response was so 
overwhelming that we had to move the event from our cafe-
teria to the gymnasium in order to accommodate everyone. 
We served approximately 350 people! Thank you to every-
one who attended and helped make this event very special 
for our students. 
 The Danby staff would also like to thank everyone who 
was able to attend our student-led conferences. We had an 
excellent turnout and the evening went very well. It was won-
derful to be able to welcome all our parents into the building 
and to share their children’s progress this year.  
 For the past few years, the middle school has been con-
ducting student-led conferences in the fall and conducting 
regular parent-teacher conferences in the spring. Student-led 
conferences are a form of parent-teacher conferences, but 
with students taking the lead role. We believe that student 
involvement in the conferences makes learning active and 
provides opportunities for students to evaluate their own 
performances while encouraging students to take responsi-
bility for their learning. Having students take charge of the 
conferences makes them more accountable for their learn-
ing.  
 State Assessment (MAP) scores were also shared with 
parents during the conferences. Overall, our student in 
grades 6-8 did pretty well, scoring above the state average in 
English Language Arts and Science with Math scores falling 
slightly below state average.

David Haug, Principal



Honesty

 

“I am thankful for my family
because they are always

there for me and they do everything
they can for me.”
-Gracie Moon

7th Grade

“I am thankful to have a free life.
I’m also thankful for my loved

ones being there for me”
-Emma Capps

8th Grade

“I am thankful for having good
grades, nice teachers, and my

family and friends!”
-Gracie Friedmeyer

7th Grade

“I am most thankful for my family.
I was kind of lost until I got married

and had a family. Now, I’m a
happier person and my life is complete.

My Granddaughter Maggie, is the
icing on the cake.  On a bad day,

all I need is some, “Maggie Time,”
and she can turn the whole day around.”

-Tom Poole
Paraprofessional

“I am thankful for my family, my
friends, and having the privilege
to get to school and play sports.”

-Taylor Daughtery
7th Grade

What are you thankful for?

Friendship
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Update from Plattin Primary
 “The holiday season 
is a perfect time to reflect 
on our blessings and seek 
out ways to make life better 
for those around us.” I love 
this time of the year. I enjoy 
all of the family time, all the 
meals, and all the memories 
made with our loved ones. At 
Plattin Primary, I am lucky to 
have students and staff who 
love to celebrate holidays. 
We are lucky to be “kids at 
heart” and make the most of 
each day. Over the next two 

months, we will be seeking ways to make life better for 
those around us through our Canned Food Drive and The 
Giving Tree, where we adopt families at Christmas time.  
If you are looking for ways to give back to the community, 
both of these events are great ways to bless others around 
us.
 The first few months of school have seemed to just fly 
by with all of the learning and fun activities taking place 
here each day. This year we are placing emphasis on our 
character words of Friendship, Respect, Responsibility, 
and Honesty throughout all of our daily activities and 
special events. The first quarter focus word was “friend-
ship.” During the first quarter, we displayed friendship to 
our Varsity football players with the Hallway High Fives, 
PJs for Dru Day, and the St. Jude Pledge run. Each quarter 
I’ve attached to monthly newsletters the Home Activities 
to help reinforce our character focus here at school.  This 
is a great way to share the love of learning and building 
good character. 
 Attendance has started off very well this year! During 
the month of August, we had a 97.6% daily attendance 
rate. In September, we fell to 94.6%, but we jumped back 
up to 96% in October. As a building, our goal is 95% each 
month. We know there are times students become sick or 
just feel ill, so absences do occur.  I encourage the students 
to be here every day possible; so much learning happens 
each day which is hard to make up. Remember when your 
child is under the weather, please contact the office so we 
can document the absence.  This helps us to stay ahead of 
viruses that might be spreading. 
 Many students at Plattin Primary have been to the 
office already this year…. FOR GREAT REASONS! Six-
ty-three students have had the chance to call home for 
their positive office visits. Some of these students have vis-
ited a second time. That is amazing! Each day our teachers 
look for reasons to catch our students going above and 
beyond. I am proud to say many of our students do this 
daily, however they may not always get recognized. I hope 
in the coming months they will earn a trip to the office 
and I will get to call home and celebrate with you! Calling 
home for good reasons, is one of my most favorite parts of 
my job. 
 I am blessed to be a part of Blue Jay Nation. I want to 
wish each of you a wonderful holiday season!

Update from Telegraph Intermediate

using assessment data to determine areas/standards of fo-
cus when we intervene with students, especially at the 3-5 
level where we have identified a more evident content-gap 
than at the K-2 level.  Our focus is not only on expanding 
our students’ understanding of math, but also expanding 
our teachers’ understanding of math.  Next week we are 
sending a team of five teachers to additional training and 
professional development to further our K-6 math curric-
ulum.  
 While academic achievement is our overall goal, a 
strong focus remains in character education.  Over the 
past month, we have been gathering input from our teach-
ers, students and parents to assess each building’s school 
culture.  This data will serve as our baseline data and will 
allow us to take purposeful steps towards improving our 
overall educational environment.  We value the relation-
ships that we form with our students, parents and stake-
holders and know that a continued focus in this area will 
lead to great results!  
 In closing, during this month of Thanksgiving, I want 
to thank all of you for making this my extended home.  I 
was completely honored to be recognized as the Grand 
Marshal during this year’s Homecoming week.  I love my 
job and I love the students and staff that I work with every 
day!

  Welcome to November 
where the temperature is ris-
ing and the Cubs just won the 
World Series.  Wow.  

  At Telegraph, everything is a 
little more familiar, however.  
Our students and staff have 
been hard at work both in and 
out of the classroom.  Along 
with the very popular Grand-
parent’s Day, in which our stu-
dents shared snacks with over 
300 of their grandparents, our 
students also participated in 
Missouri Days, field trips to 

Sunny Hill and the Daniel Boone home, Fire Prevention 
Day, McTeacher Night, Homecoming, Dental Checkups, 
Trunk or Treat, Red Ribbon Week, Parent Teacher Con-
ferences and shared in the challenge of the St. Jude Pledge 
Run in which students at Plattin and Telegraph, with sup-
port of our gracious community,  raised over $9,000 for 
St. Jude’s Hospital.  Many of these projects, while not only 
great experiences for our students, help teach commu-
nity service and character lessons which will serve them 
throughout their lives.  
 In the classroom, our students and staff have met the 
rigors of the new MO Learning Standards head on.  Staff 
district wide, have been working diligently to align cur-
riculum to meet the needs of our students more efficiently 
and the Professional Development Committee is target-
ing district-wide initiatives to meet the needs of our staff.  
While we have targeted some areas of weakness, I am con-
fident that our students and staff will not shy away from 
the challenge and rigor ahead. 
 Finally, thanks to the weather, planning and good 
ole’ fashioned hard work, the Pre-K addition to the Tele-
graph building is moving ahead of schedule and we look 
forward to welcoming the new students and Parents As 
Teachers organization in the new year. 
 I would like to thank you again for your continued 
support in the education of your children.  The commu-
nication between the school, parents and students is ex-
tremely important in the success of your children and we 
look forward to working with you and sharing future suc-
cesses. 

Ross Koenig, Asst. Principal

Dalania Watson, Asst. Principal
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Homecoming 2016

 Jefferson High School celebrated Homecoming on Friday, October 7, 2016.  Homecoming week featured the 
theme “Carnival” and the week culminated with the Blue Jays football game vs. Chaffee on Friday and the dance on 
Saturday.  Other highlights from the week were the crowning of Courtney Hargis and Shane Clenin as the Home-
coming Queen and King, and Mrs. Tina Basler serving as the Grand Marshall of the Homecoming Parade.  The 
senior class won the float competition and the seniors also won the spirit points throughout the week!
 A kick-off of the week’s events began a week ahead when the cheerleaders and the JHS Fall Senior Athletes led 
pep rallies at each of the K-8 buildings.  These young adults showed their spirit and encouraged participation to all 
students in the Plattin, Telegraph, and Danby buildings.
 Homecoming got off to a hot start Sunday night as STUCO hosted a bonfire.  District-wide dress-up days for 
all K-12 students decorated the classrooms all week, and the addition of a food truck and ice cream truck before 
the game was another fan favorite.
 There was a lot of excitement at the high school the day of the homecoming game.  There was a pep rally in the 
morning followed by a “carnival” on the baseball field before the homecoming parade at 1:30pm.  Students from 
Plattin, Telegraph, Danby, the high school, and also community members watched the festivities as the parade was 
full of students from K-12th grade.  Friday ended in a 47-6 victory over the Chaffee Red Devils on Friday night.
 By all accounts, it was a successful week.  Preparations began in the early spring by JHS STUCO.  They wanted 
to ensure that all students (K-12) would be a part of the homecoming experience.  Along with their efforts and 
many other individuals the week was a success and a great representation of our students, school, and community.

2016 JHS Homecoming Court. Back row (left to right): Josephine Mijarez, Reagan Staat, Hannah Becherer, Camryn Henson, Charlee Patterson, Syndey Weik, Courtney Hargis, Katelyn Runzi, Macy Hill, Claire Ackerman, and 
Kathryn Pasley. Front Row (left to right): Jon Weik, Jacob Bridges, Zac Rarick, Jaden Courtois, Blain Prater, Gunnison Heine, Shane Clenin, Austin Wilson, Brendon Reese, Matt Reed, Dylan Rose, Levi Ebersoldt. 

2016 JHS Homecoming Bonfire

2016 JHS Homecoming Court King and Queen
Shane Clenin and Courtney Hargis

2016 JHS Homecoming Pep Assembly
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Junior Class Float Sophomore Class Float Freshman Class Float

2016 JHS Homecoming Grand Marshall
Tina Basler (with her family and Larry Blaha) Parade

JHS Football Season Recap

 The 2016 Jefferson Football Bluejays finished with a 
6-4 overall record this year, good for our 2nd best over-
all football record in school history. Our junior varsity 
football team finished the season with a 7-1 overall re-
cord, along with our junior high football team finishing 
the season with a 6-0 overall record.  Bringing our 7-12 
football overall record to 19-5 on the year, the best 7-12 
football record ever in our school's brief history.  
 We are extremely proud of each and every one of 
our kids and coaches.  They have all done an absolute-
ly phenomenal job.  Offensively we accumulated over 
4,000 yards of total offense, while averaging 36 points 

2016-2017 JHS Football Team

scored per game.  Defensively, we broke three school 
records, points allowed per game (18.2), Interceptions 
in a season (20), Takeaways in a season (27). Andrew 
Graves broke 5 offensive records, as well as, 1 defen-
sive record. Dakota Jakoubek tied our most tackles in 
a season record, while Tomaz Collins set a new record 
for sacks in a year.  
 Last, but not least, I want to thank our 10 seniors 
for helping to add on to the foundation that was laid by 
last year's senior group.  Your legacy has been left, and 
will never be forgotten.

2016-2017 Middle School Football Team

Jr. High Football Season Recap  The 2016 junior high football season was an excit-
ing one to say the least! The boys went 6-0 and scored 
an impressive total of 218  points on offense and only 
allowed 34 points on defense. The boys’ goal from 
the beginning was to go undefeated. Keeping this in 
mind, they worked very hard in practice all year and 
just took it week-by-week. “I was very impressed with 
this group's ability to overcome and adapt to challeng-
es during the season,” stated coach Paul Lipp. “We had 
several key players sit out due to injuries this year; some 
players had to step up and sometimes even learn new 
positions.” 
 “Overall, they were a fun group to coach and I am 
extremely proud of their accomplishments. As always, I 
look forward to seeing what great things they will do in 
the future!” stated coach Lipp. 

 During the week of Sept. 19th-23rd, Jefferson 
High School participated in its annual Fall Pink Week.  
During the summer, the National Honor Society de-
signs a T-shirt which promotes cancer awareness. These 
shirts are then sold districtwide and to the community 
to raise funds for a local Jefferson R-VII family battling 
cancer. To raise additional funds, NHS sold cookies at 
the high school, worked in the concession stands at 
softball, volleyball, and football games and also sold 
raffle tickets that were drawn at halftime. “It has been 
a very successful project for NHS and we are glad to 
honor the Hammock family who is currently battling 
cancer”  said NHS sponsor Mr. Graf.  “They have raised 
so much money for other Jefferson R-VII families bat-
tling cancer through their work with our “Hoops for 
Hope” game, it was nice to help them.
 NHS honored a Jefferson R-VII family that is cur-
rently battling cancer; the Hammock family.  The fami-
ly was presented a check from members of our National 
Honor Society in the amount of $3,600.  We would like 
to wish the Hammock family nothing but the best as 
they move forward through their battle and we would 
also like to thank NHS for all of their hard work and 
making this week/night such a success.  #family
 NHS also had everyone in attendance at the foot-
ball game sign a balloon with a name of a loved one 
who has or is currently battled cancer.  After the check 
presentation, members of NHS had a balloon release to 
show the support for loved ones and also to represent 
the hope of one day finding a cure for cancer.

PINK Week



Construction Improvements, continued
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2016-2017 Winter Sports Schedules

~ Boys Basketball - HS ~
Fri Nov 18 Scrimmage @ Perryville V A 5:30
Nov 28 - Dec 2 Crystal City Tournament JV A TBA
Nov 28 - Dec 2 Crystal City Tournament V A TBA
Tue Dec 6 Valley Park JV/V H 6:00
Thur Dec 8 Kingston JV/V A 6:00
Tue Dec 13 Northwest JV/V A 4:30
Thu Dec 15 Ste. Genevieve JV/V A 6:00
Sat Dec 17 Shootout @ Jefferson College V A TBA
Tue Dec 20 Fredericktown JV/V H 6:00
Dec 27 - Dec 29 Valle Catholic Tournament V A TBA
Tue Jan 3 *St. Vincent JV/V H 6:00
Fri Jan 6 Kelly JV/V H 6:00
Tue Jan 10 West County JV/V H 6:00
Fri Jan 13 Bayless JV/V H 6:00
Fri Jan 20 *Herculaneum (Pink Game) JV/V H 5:30
Tue Jan 24 Valle Catholic JV/V A 6:00
Fri Jan 27 St. Paul Lutheran JV/V A 6:00
Tue Jan 31 *Grandview JV/V A 6:00
Fri Feb 3 *Crystal City JV/V H 6:00
Tue Feb 7 Barat Academy JV/V A 6:00
Fri Feb 10 *St. Pius JV/V A 6:00
Tue Feb 14 Marquand-Zion V H 6:00
Feb 18 - Feb 25 District Tourney @ TBA V TBA TBA

~ Boys Basketball - MS  ~
Nov 21 - Nov 22 7th Herculaneum Tourney 7th A TBA
Nov 21 - Nov 22 8th Crystal City Tourney 8th A TBA
Tue Nov 29 Windsor 7/8 A 5:00
Thur Dec 1 *Sunrise 7/8 H 6:00
Tue Dec 6 Perryvill 7/8 A 5:00
Mon Dec 12 *Grandview 7/8 A 5:00
Thur Dec 15 Ste. Genevieve 7/8 A 4:00
Mon Dec 19 *Crystal City 7/8 H 5:00
Thur Jan 5 Festus 7/8 H 5:00
Mon Jan 9 Hillsboro 7/8 A 5:00
Thur Jan 12 *Herculaneum 7/8 H 5:00
Tue Jan 17 DeSoto 7/8 H 5:00
Jan 23 - Jan 26 7th/8th JCAA Tourney

@ Crystal City
7/8 A TBA

  * Denotes Conference Games

~ Girls Basketball - HS ~
Thur Nov 17 Scrimmage @ Perryville V A 5:30
Nov 21 - Nov 22 Jefferson JV Tourney JV H TBA
Nov 28 - Dec 3 Valley Caledonia Tourney V A TBA
Mon Dec 5 Perryville JV/V H 6:00
Thur Dec 8 Seckman JV/V H 6:00
Sat Dec 10 Shootout @ Jefferson College V A TBA
Mon Dec 12 Kingston JV/V A 6:00
Dec 14 - Dec 17 St. Vincent JV Tourney JV A TBA
Mon Dec 19 Windsor JV/V H 6:00
Dec 27 - Dec 29 Kingston Tournament V A TBA
Wed Jan 4 Arcadia Valley JV/V H 6:00
Tue Jan 5 Potosi JV/V H 6:00
Mon Jan 9 West County JV/V A 6:00
Thur Jan 12 *St. Pius JV/V A 6:00
Mon Jan 16 Cape Central JV/V A 6:00
Wed Jan 18 *St. Vincent JV/V H 6:00
Fri Jan 20 *Herculaneum (Pink Game) JV/V H 4:00
Mon Jan 23 Fredericktown JV/V A 6:00
Mon Jan 30 *Grandview JV/V A 6:00
Thur Feb 2 Bismarck JV/V H 6:00
Mon Feb 6 Hillsboro JV/V A 6:00
Mon Feb 13 *Crystal City V H 6:00
Wed Feb 15 Valle Catholic JV/V A 6:00
Feb 18 - Feb 25 Distict Tourney @ TBA V TBA TBA

~ Girls Basketball - MS  ~
Nov 21 - Nov 22 7th Herculaneum Tourney 7th A TBA
Nov 21 - Nov 22 8th Crystal City Tourney 8th A TBA
Tue Nov 29 Windsor 7/8 H 5:00
Thur Dec 1 *Sunrise 8th H 5:00
Tue Dec 6 Perryville 7/8 H 5:00
Mon Dec 12 *Grandview 8th H 5:00
Thur Dec 15 Ste. Genevieve 7/8 H 5:00
Mon Dec 19 *Crystal City 7/8 A 5:00
Thur Jan 5 Festus 7/8 A 5:00
Mon Jan 9 Hillsboro 7/8 H 5:00
Thur Jan 12 *Herculaneum 7/8 A 5:00
Tue Jan 17 DeSoto 7/8 A 5:00
Jan 23 - Jan 26 7th/8th JCAA Tourney

@ Crystal City
7/8 A TBA

 On October 26, 2016, Jefferson R-VII School District hosted 
its first ever flu vaccine clinic for students.  Vaccines For Chil-
dren (VFC) is a state-funded program providing uninsured, 
underinsured (those who have insurance but it does not cover 
vaccines) , and children receiving Medicaid, vaccines at no cost.  
Parents of insured children were able to submit a copy of their 
insurance card to have their children receive the flu vaccine at 
school. Kourtney Evans, former R-VII student and Immuniza-
tion Coordinator for the Jefferson County Health Department 

Hillsboro office, worked with Jefferson R-VII nurses to coordinate the event at all of the 
schools.  Students were pulled from the classroom for just a few minutes on October 26 
to receive their flu vaccine and then returned to class.  No tears were shed by any of the 
students in grades K-12.  
 Fifty-two students were vaccinated in all!  Jefferson R-VII Schools want to thank the 
Jefferson County Health Department for partnering with them to provide this service and 
convenience to their families.  It’s something that R-VII hopes to offer annually to their 
families at the start of each flu season.  Jefferson R-VII staff were then vaccinated during 
their annual Wellness Clinic held after school on November 2.  

Flu Vaccine Clinic Held

Nic Zenker’s American History class visiting the travelling 9/11 museum.

Remembering 9/11



JHS Volleyball Recap
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 The 2016 JHS season ended on a good note with 
several successes. Early in the season we were strug-
gling to find a rhythm. The girls started to peak with the 
victories over Festus and Seckman in the Biehle Invi-
tational (Festus Tournament). They took that momen-
tum and had a few really great wins against some great 
teams.  The team felt good going into the District Tour-
nament. They defeated West County in the first round 
and met up with St. Pius in the semifinals. They played 
a great game and really gave them their best fight but 
fell short. Overall they had a great season, finishing 15-
15-2. “This was a great group of kids and our seniors 
will be greatly missed,” stated coach Ashley Nagel.  

 “As 7th graders, these girls went undefeated in con-
ference (large and small Schools). Coming into their 
8th grade season we had great expectations. We start-
ed strong and finished strong. We dropped 4 sets all 
year.  Once again they finished undefeated in confer-
ence.  They also won the Jefferson County Small School 
Championship. These 8th graders had heart and the de-
sire to succeed. I am extremely proud of them and the 
way they played all season,” stated coach Kirk Biehle. 

 The 7th grade volleyball team finished their sea-
son with a record of 8-1. The team got stronger as the 
season went on; ending on an 8-match winning streak.  
The 7th graders capped their season off by beating Her-
culaneum for the conference championship.  “I am very 
proud of each and every player on this team, and look 
forward to seeing them progress through our volleyball 
program,” said coach Steve Horn.

This has been a great season for Blue Jay cross coun-
try,the boys started out the season great, even getting 
second place in the class 1 and 2 division at the Hancock 
meet. Garrett Kassen has been a great leader for this 
boy’s team, pushing them to run faster. He has medaled 
at almost every race we have been to and is looking to 
add two more to his collection at the end of his senior 
season. They hit a little bit of a slump in the middle 
of our season, but have bounced back strong placing 
3rd in our district, missing 2nd place by only a few 
points. Garrett Kassen and Jacob Letendre were able 
to qualify for state as individuals placing 5th and 13th. 
The girls have been determined to run their best times 
all season long even with our number one girl Jordan 
Heacock struggling with an injury all season. The girls 
started out the season strong with a second-place fin-
ish at Jackson in the sophomore division; we don't have 
enough girls to make a full team but they have been 
medaling everywhere we go. All three girls qualified for 
state with a dominating performance placing 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th at districts, making them the top sophomores 
and freshman in our district.

The middle school had a fantastic season that began 
with the "mud run" at Forest Park where Nolan Roth 
and Katie Deevers medaled. At the Bowles Invitation-
al Katie and Nolan went on to medal again. Nolan 
medaled at every race. Sydney Evans medaled at Ar-
nold. At our last race of the season, we had 7 medal 
earners; Nolan Roth,  Bradley Glass, Matthew Glass, 
Christian Stark, Sydney Evans, Katie Deevers, and Ja-
len Heberlie. Overall, the team had a great season of 
growth and that showed with the personal records that 
were set on mile times by the end of the season. 

JHS Cross Country Recap

8th Grade Volleyball Recap

7th Grade Volleyball Recap

8th Grade Volleyball Recap

In June of 2016, the following students attended a Mis-
souri Association of Student Councils Summer Lead-
ership Workshop in Fulton, Missouri.  Pictured from 
left to right: Fahd Malik, Sam Dalton, Victoria Needy, 
Alexis Armstrong, Kristen Reese, Sydney Weik, Macy 
Hill, and Tennessee Ervin. 

STUCO Workshop 

Jefferson High School Students, Hanna Floyd and 
Alexis Alford, were taking pictures for Ameren 
Rush-Island for documentation purposes for the plant.  
The opportunity came as the equipment was powered 
down for repair.  Jefferson High School would like to 
thank Ameren Rush-Island for the opportunity.

JHS Photographs For Ameren

Boys State/Girls State

Brenden Reese and Fahd Malik (pictured left to right) 
were chosen by the staff at JHS to attend the Ameri-
can Legion Boys State in June of 2016 on the campus of 
University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg. Megan 
Reed and Katelyn Runzi (pictured left to right) were 
chosen by the staff at JHS to attend the American Le-
gion Auxiliary Girls State in June of 2016 on the cam-
pus of University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg. 

Missouri Scholars Academy

Evan Dierker attended the Missouri Scholars Acade-
my on the campus of University of Missouri for three 
weeks in June of 2016.  He was one of approximately 
350 sophomore students who were nominated and se-
lected to attend by their local high school.  
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Follow Jefferson R-VII Athletics: 
www.jeffersonbluejays.com

High School Athletics
Twitter at: @R7Activities
Text “Follow@R7Activites” to 40404
Middle School Athletics
Twitter at: @DanbySports
Text “Follow@DanbySports” to 40404

Jefferson Blue Jays
Like us on Facebook to receive athletic updates.

The Jefferson R-VII 
Board of Education

meetings are held the
third Wednesday of each month 

at 6:30 p.m. in the
Jefferson High School library.

Visitors are welcome!

Inclement Weather Advisories

In the event of school closing or early dismissal due 
to ice or snow we will contact the following radio stations:
 *KJFF AM 1400     *KMOX AM 1120 *KTJJ FM 98.5

We will also contact the local TV stations:
Channels 2, 4, and 5.

*Stations the school alerts first.

 Jefferson R-VII is participating in The AmeriGas School Days Program and 
asking for your help.  AmeriGas Propane and the School Days program is offering 
our school a $0.02 per gallon incentive. They will give Jefferson R-VII up to $2,000 
per year to purchase items for any school-related need with funds earned from the 
School Days Program. 
 Please talk to your family, friends, neighbors and businesses if they use propane 
(easy to identify– AmeriGas Propane tanks are usually white with “AmeriGas” writ-
ten on them in red and blue), ask if they will donate their original receipts to you.  
No minimum gallon requirement – and they don’t have to live in the Jefferson R-VII 
School District to qualify – they will all add up!  Bring original receipts and deposit 
them into a School Days Receipt Box located in the office of each building.  It’s like 
money in the “tank”.
 If you have any questions, please contact central office at 636-937-7940.

Jefferson R-VII School District
is Accepting

Applications for Substitutes

 ~ Teachers  ~
~ LPN/RN School Nurses ~

~ Custodians ~ 
~ Food Service Workers ~

~ Bus Drivers ~

For more details please check out our
website (www.jr7.k12.mo.us) or call (636) 937-7940

and ask for Kristi Evans. 


